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; FREEHOLDERS of GREAT Barris, 5 1 

And the LIVERY of LONDON: . 1 


In order to preſerve their Rights and Priviledges, 3 
by a Diſſolution of Parliament, on the preſent alarming * r 
Criſis; and to n 2 and * on future 


Elections: i — — 8 @ 314 $83.2: W. A 
SiEWING 


How: to obtain Independant: Parliaments, by = Ei- 
.mitation of Placemen, and an additional Number of twelve 
Aldermen, of the City of London, to he choſen Membe 
for the Grandeur of t 9 and encreaſe * Trade 


and Riches; k . . * % -- 
3 ; 'wiTtt' WM 1 


An American Repreſentation : a [in Navy: in 
Tire of Peace, without national Expence,: ſuhmitting to 
publie Conſideration, the popular Plans lately laid -betort 
the Miniſters, for eaſing the Poor, by taking off * 
on Soap, Tallow and Candles. 


- To WHICH is ADDED, 


Explanations and Remarks, with authentic Accotlats ' 
of late Tranſactions with ſome of the Miniſters, and how 
they have neglected and blunder'd in the Execution of 

the ſalutary Schemes laid before them, for the Honour of 
the Crown, and the Happineſs of the 1 ; with other 
intereſting Anecdotes. 


L O N D O N: | 
Prinzed for the Ab r Hon; and to be ſold at moſt Bookſellers, and 
Pamphlet Shops in Town. 1771. 2 
[Price Two Shillings and Six Pence.] 
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a DVERTISEME N T. 
Now in the Preſs, and to be publiſhed with all ſpeed 3 


Narrative of Mr. Mac Alleſter's Applications to a 
certain great Lady, in January 1770; with the in- 
tereſting Letters wrote by him to Lord North and Mr. 
Robinſon, relative to the Defigns of the Enemy ; with the 
Propoſals made by him to defeat them, and a ſuccin& 
Account of the Determination of the Treaſury Board on his 
Memorial, and the miniſterial Return of Generofity which 
he has received ; together with particular Anecdotes cela- 
tive to theſe Subjects. 
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HEADS of the PROPOSED. BILL, 
O R, mo 


Second Macna CHarTa of nnr 
Mentioned in a LaTTzz addrefs'd © to the People 


—_ 


of Grtar Baüirais, lately publiſhed, and, as, 
rr N = ad L. H. . gi 


s IC! ' | | 0 = #1220 
it- ciated," That at att eledtions for 
counties, cities, boroughs, univerſities, | 


o dege porte; the candidate or candidhtes, 


offering 10 repreſent; in parlizment, ſhall-be' rn 


before! the poll to his, or their qualification; 
and chat he has not by birnſelf, nor his agents, by his 
order directly, or indire@ly, uſed” any bribery, or 
corruption among the cleftors, n 


or baſltages in his uon. 9 A 
B 838 


Fir, 


CET 
| Secondly, That all electors or voters for counti®s, 
&c. as above, ſhall have adminiſtred to him or 


them, before voting, the oath "againſt. bribery. and 


corruption; and all voters to declare upon oath, 


that they do not hold, enjoy, occupy, or pay 
rent for their - tenure, with any reſtriction upon 
them to vote. 


Thirdly; That any peer of the realm making 
intereſt, meddling or interfering in any election, 
for any county, &c. as above, directly or indirectly, 
by himſelf or his agents, or obliging any burgels 
to comply as he or they may direct to their in- 
tereſt; views, or deſigns, for voting for any can- 


didate, er who ſhall, or. may in, any reſpe&rimpede, 


prevent, or obſtru& any burgeſs from giving his 


vote free and independent; ſhall on the oath ob. 


and in default of payment, Ts 2 


age, and of ne * — | 


two credible. witneſſes forfei 


tarys, e 


Founkly, That 1 no conttituingl, or N 


mem- 


— — — — aa — — 


any bribe, penſion. or lucrative employment either 


Tt 3 1 | 
member ſhall have, hold or enjoy any lth. poſt 


or place, either civil or military, or ſhall recgjve 


foreign or domeſlic by himſelf, or any perſon. or 
perſons in truſt for him during the time of his 


being a member of parliament, and if found of- 


fending therein, ſhall, on conviction of two or more 
credible witneſſes, forfeit the penal ſum of C 

and be for ever after , incapable of ſerving as a 
repre ſentative of the free people of Great Britain 
or America on any ſuture cction | whazloever. 
And'for the more ſpcedy "and e fectual puniſhment 
of ſuch perſon or e as as ſhall « or may attempt 


or offer at this breach of he conſtitution 3 nQ, Peer, 


"vie 


commoner, or other perſon. or perlohs., proſecuted 


on this charge, ſhall have any priviledge of, par- 


liament in the proſecution, or event of the ſaid. 


ſuit, but that any perſon within the county, upon 
evidence of two credible witneſſes, may ſue the Gig. aid. 


peer or peers, commoner, or commoners, or other. 
perſon or perſons engag d in ſuch unconſtitutional 
meaſure, in any of his Courts of Record, 


and obcain Jüdin: an "execution thereon ; the 
ſaid 


140 


ſaid ſuit to be carried on at the expence of the 
county, and the proſecutor or proſecutors to be paid 
their loſs of time, trouble and expences, out of 
t e county money, by an order of the juſtices of 
the peace, at their uarter ſeſſions; and if any 
diſpute ariſes about the ſaid ſuit, a meeting of the 
Freeholders ſhall be called, to ſettle the ſame, and 
be by them A determined. 


* 


= 


Fifth Y, That 72 freeholder, ein, burgels, 
Kc. receivin any be, place, or penſion, direct of 
indire for his or their vote; or any burgeſs hold- 
ing any tenure to vote for any perſon o perſons 
who are or hae ben eee _— 
the two laſt parliamen I either of them, ſuch 
perſon or perſons, ſhall, AN Bia oh ' two credible, | 
withefles, forfeit the penal um * and be for. 
ever incapa ble of y r | 
eaten; ay,” 'or borough, kec. .C in Great Britain, 


or for any r epreſentative in Americ: oy 8 
bee mentioned,” (244664 iN _ 


Lo 811 


falſo returns, and not purſuing the charter, the 
cuftom, and priviledges of the county, city, uni- 


verkity, Borough, ot Gave part, #s eſtabliſhed by 


law for elections, or any returning officer preſiding 
at any election, who ſhall impede or prevent any 
election, ſhall on the oath of two credible witneſſes, 
forfeit naman. Ah * mn 
u | 


Nes Ml the gie et Fry ge 
for the uſe of the county after the expences are 


paid. 


Seventhly, That as affairs of ſtate require ſtate 
officers to be in parliament, for e unicating 
matters, that may be eonfitlered and debated in 
council, and other intereſting affairs. of ſtate for de- 
liberation of parlament ß; Let it be enacted, That 
the under mentioned . officers of (Rate, „either civil 
or military, only ſhall have ſeats in parliament; 
and that the under mentioned officers; heing either 
peers or -commioners, ſhall have their ſeats and 
votes, as members of the Houſe of Commons from 

GW. their 


„ 
their poſt or office only, as they cannot be cho- 
| fen by this bill as repreſentatives for a free people; 
Let it therefore be enacted, That all the under- 
mentioned officers of ſtate; as allo the twelve alder 
men and two ſheriffs, herein after likewiſe men- 
tioned, during their ſervice or attendance in the 
Houſe of Commons, do wear by way of diſtinction 
a medal with his majeſty s buſt, hung in a purple 
ribband at their button hole in their cloaths, with 
this motto, Amor Patriz Georgius Tertius 1771; 
-and on the reverſe, a. Britannia. Motto, 1 will 
Erve. 


| Liſt of ſuch State Officers. 

Two Lords of the Treaſury. | 
Two Attorney and Solicitor . 
Two Secretaries of State. 

One Chancellor of the Exchequer 

Two Lords of the Admiralty. 
One Paymaſter General. 

One General in Chief of the Forces 


One Secretary of State for the Colenies;. 
One Secretary of War. | 


17 1 


One Maſter of the Ordnance. 

One Lord of Trade. | 

One Commiſſioner of the Navy Office. 

One Commiſſioner of the Cuſtoms, _ 

Seventeen members of State, all to be nomi- 
nated by the king : durante bene placito. 


Twelve Aldermen of the city of London to be 
choſen annually, beſides the four conſtitutional 
members for the grandeur of the metropolis, . but 
not to. hold, enjoy, or poſſeſs any place, or contract 
from, or under government, nor to. engage during 


their ſeat for any contract, jobbs, or emoluments 
with government, thereby to avoid being eſteemed 


biaſſed perſons, to take the. oath of Ow and 
corruption, but no qualification oath. 4 

Two. Sheriffs for the county of Middleſex and 
London, as annually choſen, neither oath or qua- 
lification requiſite. 

Thirty- one additional members, 


; Eighthly, That ſor uniting and ſtrengthening Great 


Britain with Americs, and for forming a grand 
. n- 


4.41 


empire for the moſt political teaſons, a repreſen- 
tation is neceſſary for America to effect this plan; 


that their members are to be on the eſtabliſhment 
of our conſtitutional members; qualification ex- 
cepted) but to diſtinguiſh the one from the other, 
the American members to wear a blue ribband at 
their button hole of their cloaths, with his majeſty's 
buſt : motto, amor patriæ Georgius Tertius 1771; 
on the reverſe, Britannia, with a child s 
n 1 will obey. | | 


Lift of ſuch American "Wie ff 
ITW for Hudſon's * and thoſe parts North- 
ward. 
Two for Newfoundland, and the Iflands i in he 
Gulph of St. Lawrence. 
Two for Canada. 
Two for Nova Scotia. 


Four for New England, and New York: | 
Six for the Indian Nations, behind the above 


mentioned ſettlements 3 by Britons choſen ſrom the 
province of New England and New —_— 
Tw o 


L 9 ] 
Two for Eaſt and Weſt Jerſeys. 
Two for Penſylvania. 


Two for Maryland, 

Two for Virginia, 

Six for the Indian Nations behind theſe: four 
laſt provinces, to be by Britons choſen, from the 
faid provinces. 

Two for North and South Carolina. 


Two for Georgia. 
Two for Florida, quite to the mouth of the 


Miſſiſippi. 
Four for the Iſlands, as Caribbees, Bahama, &c. 
Four for Jamaica. 
Two for Barbadoes, 
Forty-eight American members. 


Ninthly, Let it be enacted, That as the con- 
ſtitutional members, and American members, are 
debarred by this bill from any place or penſion, 
or any lucrative employment under government : 
that whenever any ſtate lottery is wanted for the 
uſe of government, that theſe members only, ſhall 


have the tickets delivered among them, ſhare and. 
D ſhare 


LI J 

ſhare alike, at the intrinſic value, to be at their 
option, to ſubſcribe or diſpoſe of their ſhares, on 
paying the ſtated payments, or their value; and 
that they be delivered from the treaſury as early 


as poſlible for negociation, no b granted 
on default of payment. 


Tenthly, Let it be enaded, That the four fol- 
lowing fleets be kept up in time of peace, for the 
ſecurity of his majeſty's dominions in all parts of 
the world, to be ready againſt any ſurprize from the 
common enemies of Great Britain upon her ter- 
ritories, poſſeſſions, trade or navigation. It being 
the only plan to preſerve the force of treaties, ſe- 
cure the commerce and intereſt of this kingdom, 
and to give weight to all future negociations; 
as theſe fleets can be ſupported and maintained 
without incumbring the revenue, without laying 
any tax on the people of Great Britain, or creating 
any additional charge to the navy account. This plan 
hath been laid before the Right Hon. the Earl of 
S———. for his lordſhip's conſideration, and de- 


L 


fired afterwards to be preſented to the king for his 
approbation, the ſecond of March 1771. 


_ CHANNEL Squap RON. 
Thirteen ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns. 
Twelve ſhips of ſixty or * * 
Twelve frigates. 

Twenty cutters or ſloops. 

Two fire ſhips. 

Two bombs, 
Note, Twelve or fourteen fail of this ſquadron 
of the line ſhould be always ſheathed and ready 
for foreign ſervice, to aſſiſt the other fleets in caſe 


of accident, or neceſſity 


M1D1TERRANEAN SQU ADROMN 
Seven ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns, 
Seven ſhips of ſixty TIONS 
Five frigates, 


EAST 


( 2 1 


* EasT IN DTA SQUADRON. 

"x a Six ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns. 

1 Ten ſhips of ſixty or ſixty- four guns. 
1 Five frigates. 

1 One bomb. 

1 | Anz Rien Sd ADR ON. 

1 Eight ſhips of ſeventy or ſeventy-four guns. 

1 Eight ſhips of ſixty or ſixty- four guns. 

. Two bombs. 

| | Two fire ſhips. 

= Total, ſeventy-one fail. of the line, thirty-two: 
h 1 frigates, fix bombs, fix fire ſhips, with fifty- three 
1 thouſand regiſtered ſeamen to be eſtabliſhed by par- 
| | | liament. | | 

| | Eleventhly, That as a laſting peace by the mif- 
i | conduct of our impolitic miniſters is very preca- 
= rious; Let it be enacted, that ſeventy-one fail of 
if the line, thirty-two frigates, be annually kept in 
i] | our 


6: v8 0 


our harbours in conſtant repair and docked, ſo as 
to be ready and fit to put into commiſſion ; and that 
the ſuperviſors, and board of admiralty, be an- 
ſwerable for any neglects, in a large penal ſum of 
z; to the end, that the above number of 
ſhips may be fit for ſervice in leſs than three months, 
if wanted ; and as to the manning of theſe ſhips, 
one of the plans herein after mentioned will be 
ſo efficacious as to man this number of ſhips in 

the three months: - without diſtreſſing the mer- 
chants ſervice, by ſtripping them of their failors ; 
but inſtead of that, to furniſh them with proper 
convoys to force their trade on the eve of a war; 
and not be ſubject to ſuch high inſurances as are 
generally given ; theſe fleets will be manned at one 
fourth of the expence lately adopted, without 
treating our fellow creatures with ſuch uncommon - 
hardſhips, barbarities, and other cruel uſage which 
they have met with on board the tenders, and 
other ſhips deſtined for ſuch ſervice. RS | 


Twelf thly, It is propels by this bill, to keep 
| the N 


( 4 1 
the ſame- number of lead. forces and militia as. 
eſtabliſhed. 


Thirteenthly, Let it be * That is com- 


memoration of his preſent majeſty's. goodneſs and 


love to his ſubjects, in promoting this grand in- 
dependency of parliament, and maintaining the 
honour of his crown, and the welfare of his peo- 
ple, thatan atditional grant of £ 200,000 annually 
be made to the civil lift, and for ever be tacked 


to the bill, as well for the ſplendour and dignity , 


of the crown, as for the better fupport of his il- 


luſtrious family, and to avoid all arrears and 


deficiencies ; alfo that the ſum of loo, ooo be 
likewiſe annually granted for ſecret ſervice money, 
without. account, and tacked to this bill. 


A LisT of divers elegible plans ready to be ex- 
plained and demonſtrated to a patriotic miniſtry, 
or to a committee, which ſhould: be neceſſary 
to be annexed to the bill, and which, when 
approved, and paſſed into a law, with che grand 


conſtitutional bill by king, lords and com- 


mons, 


[ 
1 
9 
5 


| 


(3 J 
mons, will be found fully to anſwer the ends 
n 


Firſt, A Plan to take into 


pay twenty five rough 
ambaſſadors, who ſpeak all pigs their weight, 


influence and force, ſucceed in moſt negociations; 


. reg CITI n 


When che ſovereig reign fays, go, execute my com- 
mands, they return with the motto, vent, vidi, 
vici; gold will not ftick to the palm of their 
hands: their conſequence. and ſervice will be fully 
proved and explain d, in the ruin of our enemies.” 


Secondly; A plan for a nurſery of ſeamen to ſup - 
port the bulwarks of Great Britain, 


Thirdly,. A plan for to OY more encourage- 
ment to ſeamen,. by a more regular pay, by better 
and cheaper ſtores and proviſions than are com- 
monly. provided for them, by thoſe who have the 
care of that department for their ſupport when at 


- fea,. | 


— — —— 2. — —— 
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ſea, and a more equal deſtribution of prize money; 
ſo that this uſeful body of men, the only ſaſe- 
guard of Great Britain, may not for the future 
ſuffer the hardſhips they have been Wc to 
ſubmit to for many years bas theſe W 


Fourthly, A plan to en PT in 82 
neral, but eſpecially in the articles of wool and 
ſheep, ſo detrimental to his majeſty's revenue and 


ſubjects, (the millſtone of our woollen manufactory) 


the cauſe of the decline of that beneficial branch 
of trade, by which that channel of wealth is de- 
ſtroyed, and really gone from us like a bird of 
paſſage; for by the quantity of our wool run or 
ſmuggled, we looſe that beneficial manufactory, and 
workmanſhip equal to ſixteen millions ſterling per 
annum, which is the principal cauſe of numbers of | 
our artificers tranſporting themſelves into all | 


of the world to find bread, whilft thoſe who remain 
at home are reduced to the pariſh or work houſe, | 


for want of trade and proper encouragement, and 
the grand ſource of the high encreaſe of poor rates 
in many counties of this kingdom. | 

4 | Fifthly, 


7 } 


Fifthly, A plan to raiſe four millions annually, 


either in peace or war, without any tax on the people - 


of Great Britain, which will ſupport the wy 5. 
P by this bill ee —_— . 


Sixthly, A plan toſettle all national accounts at a 
fixed time, and for thoſe accounts to be laid before 
parliament, for their warned of the . 
money; g el. | 


Seventhly,. A poem pulse hatin alien . 
either by ſea, or land, ſhall have any buckram men, 
W * | 


 Righthly, A plac to- prevent - feaidulent bank- 
tuptcies, the frequency of af b (at this preſent 
1 is a great loſs to trade and credit, and 
a grand cauſe of making bad manufactories in 


a lind of gende and a A 00 C trading. 


 Ninthly, A Plan io man our mr in an erpe- 
| F ditious 


{ 38 il 
ditious manner, and at little expence to the publick 


| when a war, or the ſtate. requires a larger fleet than 
| | appointed by this bill, tn 030% old 91) 1 
1 | | ! Tenthly, A plan to oa in a AG: — 
1 | = | our enemies invading us, bs paſung the Nn in 
"i n e : We 
[| G 01 21 105 
| | - Bleventhly, A ie to eſtabliſh an univerſal trade 
1648 bee Great Britain and Ametica for mutual ſup- 
ſi! | | port, the encreaſe of immenſe riches to both, and 
vs EIT! | 
16 Twelfthly, A plan to dalle the Gupplies IR 
| | | within the year, either peace or war; to aboliſh all 
148 jobs, contracts and douceurs;of the publick money; 
1 to take off thoſe pernicious taxes and impediments 
1 1 in trade, which effect the labouring part of the 
1 kingdom, and conſequently diminiſh the ſale of 
Wt! our woollen manufactory abroad, by ! the 
Wi price, ſuch as ſoap, tallow and candles. | 
il. - Raplapations, am e the wes and 
l | | benefits 
5 
1 
„ | | 
\ | 
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benefits of this grand conſtitutional bill, 3 
ch head, for the people of Great Britain, © 


The Fry "ay heads of this. bil, vill Gn 
you the following great advantages; they will 
prevent bribery and corruption, domeſtick or fo- 

reign; ſecure good treaties, conventions, 0 ne- 
gociations ; furniſh you with honeſt miniſters, c 
firm to you your conſtitutional. laws, | root ne ve- 


 nality from your counties, cities, and boroughs, &c. 
and cauſe your parliaments to be rever d and fear d 
throughout the univerſe. TM : 


Sixth head will ſecure all your deckte from 
tumult, and render them conſtitutional, according 
to the charters and priviledges originally granted 
and confirmed * our ancient kings to the people 
of England. 


w - 
N 5 7 %. DIE £7 15 , 
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Seventh 1 will fix bock a e of Ads. 
men as may be neceſſar y for diſpatch of publick 
buſineſs, from their poſts or offices only, as none 


can be choſen either civil or military by this bill; 
| their” 
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their number cannot influence your parliaments, 
no influenced counties, boroughs, &c. can by this 

bill return any man as a repreſentative, who holds. 

a place civil or military, or who is poſſeſſed of any 
luucrative employment; you may ſay, they may chooſe 
men who ate connected with others that have em- 
ployment; this will be difficult to aſſertain; I own,. 
however, that intereſt carinot be durable, not be 
compared to the teal benefit and uſe of a perſon 

who poſſeſſes the ſame in his own right, therefore 
that intereſt of connection is unſtable; and not to 
be feared ; beſides, the ignominy ſuch candidate 
will bring on himſelf; for which reaſon: I recom- 
mend a fix'd. number of placemen. from office 
only, and. nage to repreſent a free people from 


_ - choice.. 


J muſt here make a ſhort digreſſion in apolo- 
gizing to the naval and military officers, which 
are excluded by this bill, whoſe ſervices, rank and 
commiſſions. ſhould: not place them in: the claſs. 
of placemen or penſioners, as the greateſt vene- 
ration and: regard ſhould be paid: to thoſe worthy: 


— 


ß 
N , — 
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gentlemen; therefore their honour ſhould by al 
means be preſerved, and their ſervices for their coun- 
try, in their reſpective ranks eſteemed. Theſe 
gentlemen above mentioned, after having ſerved 


their country many years with the greateſt dignity, 
honour and courage, and riſked their lives in its de- 


| fence, are often choſe your repreſentatives; but 
alas! corruption from the different ſet of ſtateſmen, 
as mentioned in the letter addreſſed to the people 
of Great Britain, referring to this bill, publiſhed a 
few; days ago, hath often; tained the annals of 
England, and diſhonoured the merits of many of 
the braveſt ' officers in our ſervice, who | ought to 
wear a crown of laurels in that very houſe, where 
| ſome of them have ſold their votes to oblige the 


miniſters; how irkſome; how ignominious; how 


| deteſtible is it for a . to be oblig d to vote 


his conſcience, to the prejudice of his coun · 
try, or elſe to looſe his bread, and be diſmiſs'd 
from his command, notwithſtanding his paſt ſer- 


vices for the ſtate; of which we have had recent 


examples. Thę, miniſter, regards no man's intereſt, 


views, or deſigns but his own, and muſt be obeyed; 


6 dere. 
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therefore it 2 


guardians of the gr 
fade, viz. the defence of their lives and properties; for 
theſe reaſons. they may caſily penis being exclu- 
ded from being members. 


But ** a contrary opinion ſhould pre- 
vail; it would then be expedient, that the follow- 
ing oath ſhould be adminiſtered to all naval and 
military officers, offering themſelves as candidates 


for — AIDE r PECIINN- 


Firſt, The . oath; then, that he 
will not receive any bribe or penſion, poſt or office, 
more than the one he holds or ſhall hold, either 
military or naval, whilſt he is a repreſentative; that 
he will not directly or indirectly vote according to 
the requeſt, defire, or command of any miniſter, 
or his gs be infloenced. by the poſt he 

holds, 


6 
holds, but will vote on all occaſions as the exigencies 
of his country require him to do; that on his or 


their oaths, any - iter or his agent aſking, di- 
recting, influencing, or writing to him or them to 


attend the houſe, ſhall, on conviction, be immediately 
expelled the houſe, and ſhall pay a large fine; one 
half to luck een . of 


Greenwich hoſpital. 


dermen, and the two ſheriffa, being all nominal 
members, altho they are choſen” by the livery, 


are a full counterpoize againſt placemen, ſuch as: ; 
are beforementioned ; and upon mature reflection, it 


will be found, that both will add ſplendour, weight, 
and power to the crown, and to the people of Eng- 


land; at the ſame time that it ſhews their grandeur 
to all forchgy powers 4; the medal they are dignified 
with, to-diſtinguiſh- them, is honourable and great, 
and . ee te ee e 
your national council. 6 


— This head cannot be fully ahbe 


You will pleaſe to remark, that the twelve al- 


LT 


it is a cabinet affair and calculated for univerſal 
empire in the weſtern part of the world. 


' Ninth head explains it own uſes. 


Tenth head, This . he up volumes. 
to define the benefits, advantages, and uſes that 
will attend this article, by bringing in national 
wealth, happineſs and glory: I ſhall therefore be 
as brief here as poſſible, in conveying only an idea 
or two on this head. Firſt, it is abſolutely neceſſary, 
let the expence be what it will, altho reduced to 
the moſt narrow cigrumſiances, to maintain and 
keep theſe fleets, to preſerve your trade, and prevent 
you from being ſlaves; this is the ground, work of 
all your, future . happineſs, . the ſource of power, 
wealth and riches, and the ſource for univerſal trade; 
ſome of the many ill conſequences. brought on us, 
and the dangers we are expos d to by the neglect 
of miniſters in this capital article, are as follows : _ 
your national debt, in the courſe of years, attended 
with a load of taxes, continual inſults in the time 
of * from foreign hl in great decline 
of, 
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of, and the many encroachments on your trade, 
great want of ſailors, who are inticed into foreign 
ſervice, or drove there by neceſſity and diſtreſs; 
all powers being fond of your hearts of oak; great 
bounties given when you want them, and none 
to be found; preſſing, forcing, and bad uſage 
made uſe of: on a peace you diſmiſs theſe brave 
tars, force them to beggary and the highway, their 
pay earn'd with hardſhip cannot be received, their 
ſmall ſhare of prize money devoured 'by agents, 
(called vultures) thus you deſtroy the very bul- 
warks of your own country, and a ſet of men no 


nation can equal, 


All weak, ſupine, corrupt and ignorant mini- 
fters pretend to ſay, this navy cannot be ſupported 
in time of peace, but cry out ſavings | ſavings! the 
public money muſt be ſaved! Have you at any 
time experienced for theſe ſixty years paſt, as by 
the letter juſt now publiſhed referring to this bill, 

any ſavings ; on the contrary, you have found and 
experienced, that a debt of about one hundred and 

fifty millions, is now weighing you down, and yet. 
H you 
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you are very near a bankruptcy for want of this navy. 
It is clear, and eaſy to demonſtrate, what a nar- 
row eſcape you have had laſt year; what a fortunate 
deliverance from being ruined for ever, or being 
any more a maritime power, which can always be 
effected by the enemy, if you have no navy in har- 
bour, for in this conſiſts the maritime force of the 
nation; thanks to the care and vigilance of thoſe 
who are intruſted with the charge, that our mari- 
time ſtrength in June laſt, conſiſted of about two 
ſhips of the line, and two or three frigates in the Me- 
diterranean; about one ſhip of the line, and two 
frigates for all America; two frigates in the Eaſt In- 
dies; about ſix or ſeven guard ſhips at home, not fit 
for ſea. O ſhameful mininiſters! a glorious navy in- 
deed for Old England to preſerve the empire of the ſea, 


O ſhameful miniſters,. how can you riſk the ho- 
nour and fafety of your king in this manner; and 
the lives and properties of the people of Great 
Britain; a petty piratical ſtate of Barbary is now 
more powerſul at ſea: but before I ſet forth your ene- 
mies fleets, every man that hath any knowledge of 
France 


* 


C 


France or Spain, except a ſhort ſighted miniſter, 
muſt know the police of their marine, and under- 
ſtand with what diſpatch they can man their fleets 


on any emergency. 


Firſt, The Toulon ſquadron MENS conſiſted 
of twelve or fourteen ſail of ſhips of the line, fit 
for ſea. 


Secondly, The Carthagena fleet confiſted of four 
or five ſhips of the line, fit for ſea. 


Thirdly, The Cadiz ſquadron conſiſted of fif- 
teen or ſixteen fail of the line, fit for ſea. 


F ourthly, The Ferrol ſquadron conſiſted of fif- 
teen or ſixteen ſail of the line, fit for ſea. 


PFiſthly, The Breſt ſquadron conſiſted of fifteen 
or ſixteen ſail of the line, fit for ſea; as to the ſea- 
men they have them at a call by a well con- 
ducted regiſtry: theſe ſquadrons is far from W 


exagyerated. 


Rumour upon rumour, preparation on prepa- 
ration in all the ports abovementioned, that theſe 
fleets 
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fleets were deftin? d to fail; nothing done at ae 
till October laſt, Let me aſk out vigilant miniſters, 
what ſquadron had they to oppoſe he junction of 
the Toulon ſquadron with that of Cadiz; or how | 
could they have ſupported Mahon and Gibraltar, 
if your enemy had thought fit- to attack either 
of thoſe places; anſwer, our ſquadron there would 
ſerve for expreſſes, to bring us the news they were 
both taken; excellent policy this, and very in- 
tereſting news for old England. But I muſt aſk 
again, what oppoſition could your navy make, to 
prevent a junction of the Toulon and Cadiz Aus- 
drons, with the Ferrol ſquadron, and then next 
with the Breſt ſquadron: what an amazing ſight 
would it be to behold all theſe ſhips in your chan- 
nel, forming one combin'd fleet, with a broom at 
the top- maſt heads of ſome of them, ſweeping, de- 
ſtroying, and taking all your ſhips, even out of 
your very harbours; towing along with them the 
few fit for ſervice, and burning your rotten bottom 
ones, except they ſhould have the complaiſance to leave 
you only as many as would ſerve you as fiſhermen, 
to bring them bacalhao, or cod fiſh for their lent ſea- 

| ſon, 
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ſon, half the ſquadron abovementioned was able to 
effect it; and to land 100,000 of their troops if they 
pleas'd, to teach you their paternoſter; for at this very 
period, after preſſing, working double tides, and 
alarmed in all parts of the globe; your channel 
{ſquadron fit "yy ſea, did not amount to above 
twenty-four fail of the line of battle, without any 
other ſquadron in any other part of the world, nor 
is it to this hour, in any reſpect materially encreas'd 
with regard to thoſe of our enemies. If Don Bucarel- 
li had deftin'd his friend Ignacio Madriagara and his 
ſquadron for your channel inſtead of Falkland Iſland, 
the king of Spain would not have diſavowed the 
action of his officer; and the convention, bad as it 
is, if he had granted you any other, would have 
been quite of a different nature; it is therefore to 
be wiſhed, that our macaroni miniſters do not intend 
d put your ſhips out of commiſſion, and diſmiſs 

your ſailors, upon the merit of the wonderful con- 
vention, in order to leave you defenceleſs; if they 
do, every man of them ought to be impeach'd as a 
' traitor to his king and country, till the whole 
junto is deſtroyed, by the ax and the cord. No- 


thing can be * if guilty of this enormous 
1 treachery, 
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treachery, than that their intent is to ſell you 
downright. Your preſervation from the eminent 
dangers, before recited, was entirely owing to the 
weak and puſſillanimous conduct of the Spaniſh 
miniſtry, blended in the mixed intrigues of love 
and politics prevailing at the French court, which 
has, as yet, render'd the French plot tedious in 
being brought to perfection, but which is ſtill in 
agitation there; this, and this alone, has to this 
juncture ſav'd your king and country from feeling 
the effects of their atrocious deſigns upon both: 
which, a ſhort time will evince by their taking 
off the maſque, and renewing their inſults, to carry 
their ſchemes into execution, 


Old Lewis the XIVth. if he had been above 
ground, had finiſhed your deſtruction before this 
time, under ſimilar circumſtances; therefore take 
care to be prepar'd in time, to prevent the execution 
of their deſigns. If your defence and property 
had been in defending or offending a county elec- 
tion; how to corrupt a city, or a borough ; our 
notable miniſters would have long ſince beat them 
from one ocean to the other; tho' the fort of our 


national 


. 

national ſtrength is gone to decay. Pray aſk 
theſe wiſeacres of miniſters, for what reaſon does 
the French king keep up an army of upwards of 
200,000 in time of peace; in war 400,000, His 
miniſters will tell you, that it is to give weight, 
ſtrength and power to his crown, make his ne- 
gociations with other powers firm and ſolid, and 
the only method to preſerve peace; half his force kept 
up in time of peace, is a good precedent for us to 
keep up half our force, which lies in our navy, 


for the ſame period. 


Aſk the emperor of Germany, why he keeps ſo 
great a body of troops on foot in time of peace: 
his miniſters will tell you the ſame; that is, to keep 
his enemies quiet and in awe. 


Aſk the wiſe king of Pruſſia, he will tell you 
the ſame himſelf, without a miniſter; he will tell 
you, that he will not pin his faith on the promiſes of 
cither German, French or any other foreign powers, 
his ſword is his beſt peace maker; obſerve his forces, 

look at his oeconomy, and look at his revenue. 


And. 


j 


1 3 1 

And aſk theſe judicious miniſters, if we have 
not the ſame reaſon to keep up a proper navy in 
time of peace, as other powers to keep large bodies 
of troops in pay ? and if it is not time, for them 
to open their eyes on this object? But that your 
national glory and intereſts may not be totally 
aboliſhed, and as it can be plainly and fully de- 
monſtrated . that theſe fleets, as appointed by the 
bill for their different ſtations with fifty-three 
thouſand regiſtered ſeamen, can be maintained and 
ſupported, without any additional charge to the 
public, or encreaſe of taxes, and that Britannia 
can rule the waves; it is deſired, that the gentlemen 
at the helm will declare why ſuch a meafure is 
neglected. Let the macaroni miniſters anſwer, if 
ſuch propoſals were not made to one of them; and 
if this does not take away all objections, and every 
excuſe to fit out theſe fleets, as by this bill is 
propoſed, or a much ſuperior one, if neceſſary, on 
the ſame principle, with an augmentation of pay 
of two hundzed pounds per annum in time of 
peace, to each captain of a ſhip of the line; and 
one hundred pounds per annum to each captain 
of a frigate, to ſupport the dignity of their ranks, 
as 


as they can have no expectation of prize money, 

niſhing themſelves with neceſſaries ſuitable to ſuch 
- an honourable command. I recommend alſo in time 
of peace 25,000 marines to be ſupported. and 
maintained as a uſeful and neceſſary corps; they 
may learn a new. exerciſe in the interval of a 
peace, previous to a war; Viz. to ſhoyel on oc- 
caſion, if the Dons don't behave well, — 
dollars for BOW ne ans fo 


Eleventh head i is in ſupport of the tenth, Flr 
explains itſelf, = 


Twelfth head i is explained i in the bill. 


Thirteenth bead is For you to expreſs and ſhew | 
your gratitude to your ſovereign , for his great love 


and affection towards you, in paſſing ſuch a conſtitu- 
tional bill, wherein his own glory and happineſs are 


the firſt grand objects. 


As to the plans, they will explain their uſes, 
when called for; the heads of them ſhew the deſign 


| if „ 
and intent as calculated for the honour, dignity, 


power and wealth of Great Britain; and to detect 
al Faud and deten in dhe priblic motey, and 
can be executell Wich k certaitity as true as king 
George the Third, is king of Great Britain, &c. 
Theſe plans ate ſo popular in cheir nature, that nint 
mem out of ten throughout the whole kingdom 
will not Ofily applaud; but agree to che menſures, 
for the Tafety of 'thelr king, and prefer vation of 
themſelves; which clearly proves a diſintereſted caſe, 

and yet no private emoluments, but what a gene- 
rous and a Ou 1 5 will I 
— 
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An account of wanladlons paſſed 8 Mr. 
Robinſon (Lord N—'s ſecretary) and Mr. Phel ps 


(Lord 8s ſecretary) in reſpect to the uſes and 
plans of this grand conſtitutional bill, and other 


Falling into a political converſation the latter 
end of laſt May, with a gentleman of my acquain- 
tance in regard to France and Spain, and ſpeaking 
of the ſentiments of a noble carl, who had ſome 


time 


##$-3 
time before publickly declared, that a blow had 
been given in Tome part of our foreign tertitories. 


We both concurred that he judged riglit, firſt by 
my intelligence from Spain, and that of my friend 


and > from" France: my friend in our 
diſcourſe on this occaſion earneſtly recommended 
it to me, and deſired I would apply to the mini- 
ſter: upon Which T acquainted him, that T had a 
particular regard for lord N—, (as a private no- 
bleman) but no opinion of the junto with which 
he was then connected: as I fear d, that no good 
ſtep would be taken for a diſtreſſed _—_ whilſt 
many of them remain df in office. | 


The news of Falkland ing? vag n taken TEM 
Toon After tranſpir d, my friend delivered a letter 
at lord Ns to acquaint him, that a friend of 
Bis had ſome plans and ſchemes of great uſe to 
the "fate, very material” for his lordſhip's con- 
Hideration: and in a few days after addreſs d ano- 
cher letter, incloſing the plans, and ſent it to his 
lordſhip, with a conſtitutional bill; *and propofing 
an Ehtenifive navy, ſuperior" in beer to that men- 


tioned in this bill: * this application, lord N— 
referred 
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referred my friend to Mr. Robinſon, to treat on thee 
ſubjeas propoſed ; ſeveral interviews between Mr. 
Robinſon and my friend, and many cautionary letters 
were wrote to his lordſhip, and Mr. Robinſon ad- 
viſing to get fleets. ready for fear of a further 
ſurprize, and attack upon the poſſeſſions of the 
crown, in the time of peace: and to have a grand 
fleet to defend us at home and abroad, and to 
diſguiſe it under the pretence of going to Boſton, 
and to attack a certain place as by the plan, 
and deſigns, in order to make repriſals, &c. 

Mr. Robinſon became deſirous of ſeeing me, made 
two appointments for that purpoſe, and broke them 
both; my lord went out of town: Mr. Robinſon did 
the ſame, on which I retired into the country. In 
this manner the months of September and October 
elapſed without any buſineſs. In November laſt 
my friend wrote me a line to come to town, that 
he had fixed a conference with Mr. Robinſon at 
lord N—'s houſe, (at which I ſuppoſed my lord 
would have been preſent) on which I came to Lon- 

don to attend the appointment : no body at home, 
or greater buſineſs defeated all hopes of any inter- 


view 


1 1 


— Gb een hjetts *" at length, /how- 
ever, öh We" khirtsenen bf 1 een, iater- 
nth ge granted by Robinſon; at Which he began 
in begging: pardon! for the' matiy diſappointments the 
had given me; telſi at the ſatne time, that my 
lord had a great hurry of buſineſs upon his hands, ana 
had not been able to attend to the propoſitions. I told 
him dependance and attendatice' was not my pro- 
viner ; that I came to ſerve my king and country; = 
that 1 wanted either place or penfionz, and that 
thy fortutic” render & re independünt; but” har 
i as 1 bad a 71 prince, and a grate- 
ah le to fely "if my ſervices had any 


dbubted i br de en gratifica- 
845 after ef . 


anbwered and 
faid, my plans wet noble mne and my 
propolals ky ” I *PI1Y 3 bas 2 52221 


* 7 
—__ 2 bol n ui 0 HAonoitao 


"He "then. ws wanted an Ekplatlatton; 1 661d "him, 
that 1 Cay, Ive my Jord perfect ſatisfaction 
270 8 155 propo OW when 1 hid à cbüferenct 

lordſhip ; but was ſürpeized at weedng 

the delay 111 Maler in hatibnal affairs; of ſuch 

importance as had been laid before him; adding, 
L that 


4 


chat if my lord had entered upon, this bukines, and 
given a hearing, or any attention to theſe matters, 
about the latter end of July þeforementioned ; that 
on or beſore the month of December laſt, he might 
have had a carte ee 


. 


* at hb / | [ 
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ne From allied mez, 1 ſhould "wy 2 a 
very ſoon with my lord; but neither hearing from 
one or the other, L went. ſomę days alter for my 
and was then requeſted, to call — 2 
day. On the ſecond calling had an interview with 
Mr. Robinſan and my papers return dʒ who 25 il 
chat my lord; dehired,, his compliments, wes 
much obliged to me,for my. attention, &c, ut 155 
e ede . and ts for at g money 
ſettled; and that my great plan for a fleet: as above 
mentioned, was not in my lord's department ; and 
thereupon Mr., Robinſon, was pleas d d to tell , me, 
after the expiration of ſeven months, it lay i in ang- 
ther department, and then transfer'd me to lord 
Sandwich, ſaying, he had juſt then paved the. way for 
my n, os PF, to £ ll ipon lot ip; 


and - 


$4 


A 
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and then comimued;. that lord Sandwich was a man 
of great abilities for that department :- I told him, 
that I could not tell whether I ſhould go, or not: but 


on conſidering the utility it might be of to my 


country, I determined to go; but fiſt ſent my 
plan of the fleets, as Nationed 3 in this bill, and de- 


livered accotding to date, to be laid before lord 
Sandwich, according to Mr. Robinſon's deſire and 
directions. I muſt , now return to good lord 
North, to aſk hin a n e i relative to theſe 
facts. | 


Find That his lordſhip may ſay, whether the bill 
and plans, ate not worthy the attention of a mi- 
niſter in his; department, as ſuppoling him to be 
noma or n fe e the firſt * of the 
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Secondly, Whether it is not the province of a 
firſt lord of the treaſury to conſider, and find 
ways... and means to raiſe five or ſix millions 


annyally, for ſupport of this navy, or as a great 
SO. 1 governiment, without laying any tax on 


the 


14% ] 
the people, or moe — re r bee Mm the 
revenue? | LILIAN 08 di 4 3 2 
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Thirdly, Whither it is not the province and 


Ay of ſuch miniſters, to find ways and means 
to bring into the revenue two millions annually, 


by preventing of ſmuggling; beſides the detriment 
the nation ſuffers, by the pernicious practice being 
countenanced or conniv'd at, through negle& of ex- 
erting the means, and attending to fucha Ort 
would defeat it ? 


Fourthly, Whether it is not the province and'duty 
of ſuch: rainifter, to find ways and means to fave 
the publick money, by preventing the giving of 
large bounties for ſeamen, &c. when he might have 
manned one hundred and fifty fail of ſhips'of war at 


leſs expence ? 


Fifthly, Whether it is not the province and duty 
of ſuch miniſter to eaſe the people of heavy taxes; 
and take off the duty upon ſoap, tallow and can- 
dles, and to 'raife the ſupplies within the year, 
without 
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without ſpch enormous doucers, cr high premiums ; 
the not doing of which is following the ſteps 
of their infamous predeceſſors in office, and ſhews 
no ability, for the miniſters of thoſe days; ſome 
of the former ones have cried out, Damn all poſ- 
ce terity, what I amdoing will laſt my time. I have 
« two. good ſupporters, jews and ſtock jobbers! the 
ce jew declares for bribery and vuſury ;. the ſtock | 
jobber determines to live upon the heart and 
ce bowels of the country, ' without this he myſt 

ſtarve. e | 


Sixthly, Whether it is not the province and 
duty of a premier, when a plan and defigns are 
laid before him, and already propos'd to be effected 
without ſubſidizing, that can maintain twenty - five 
ſail of the line without any national EXPENCE; hich, 
at this very period of time, might be cruizing in 
the Mediterranean ſeas, and have obtained repriſals 8 
and a carte blanche from Spain, who violated the 
faith of the laſt treaty, to examine into che merits 
of ſuch 3 ep en, N 


7 All this, my good ord, you will diet . to ac- 


count 


A” 
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count for to your ſovereign, and the benevolent 
people of England ; why you did not give an au- 
dience to examine the propoſitions as deſired, as au- 
thentick letters can be produced to certify the facts: 
but, my lord, you muſt have ſomething in reſerve 
furely for your country. Therefore I pray you to 
open your budget: you are well paid, fulfil your 
ſtation. For I ſhould imagine the office of lords 
of the treaſury, is to find ſecret ways and means to 
fupport government, and not ways and means to 
drain the peoples pockets, and reduce your country ; 
to beggary : if this laſt is the plan, the board is a 


diſgrace to the kingdom, 


Conſult your junto - conſult that great auditor 
of accounts Jenkinſon; that ſecret oracle of politicks; 
. wonders may be done, and the mountain bring forth 


2 mouſe. 


My lord, I would be and ſtill am your friend, 
therefore acquaint your ſovereign in time, of the 
dangers hovering over his erown. You are em- 
barked in a leaky ſhip, and a rotten crew; you 


may be aſſured you will never weather the m, 
with 


1b i 


with which the impending clouds threaten oublick 


tranquillity, nor make a ſafe paſſage through theſe 
dardanell's : quit the helm before the ſtorm burſts 


upon you, and enter yourſelf on board ths good. 
ſhip the Britannia, Capt. George, 


The crew are ſound and honeſt; confifling 
among others of a Rockingham, Richmond, Shel. 
burne, Verney, Chatham, Cambden, Dowdeſ' well, 
Croſby, Sawbridge, Oliver, Barry, Burke, Wilkes, 
(the poſt of honour in the rear) &c. &c. theſe are 
your able navigators; ; theſe are your true hearts of 
oak, who will wipe the miſt off the compas, conduct 
you along a Lee-ſhore by which you may eſcape 
ſhipwreck: they will alter the courſe, and ſteer 

the Britannia by the conſtitutional line of mea- 
ſures, which will bring her ſafe once more into 
port; nunc eſt tempus, before the enemy ſtrikes 
you, but do not rely on the. nullum tempus, for: 
the critical minute once loft is ſeldom. to be re- 


* 


Now my great lord Sandwich, Lam transſer a over, 


to you, as the preſent ne plus ultra in naval affairs. 
L ſent 
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I fent your lordſhip, the plan for a grand fleet in 


time of. peace, according to Mr. . Robinſon's di- 


rection, from lord North, to be maintained without 


any national expence, if you had thought fit: you 
received it, you have, I preſume, conſidered it, and 
you deſir'd my friend to call on your ſecretary 
Phelps for an anſwer, which he did ; and was told 
by your ſecretary, that his bjeftion was only to 
the number of ſeamen. Surpriz'd at this anſwer, 
which ſeem'd to imply that your lordſhip would 
agree to have ſhips without men for public ſervice, 


and Anable to com prehend this new broach'd ſyſtem 


of politics, tho' I cannot help laying T have ſeen 
others as myſteriouſly inconſiſtent in adminiſtration, 
I thereupon went to your ſecretary with my friend ; 
this ſecretary having in the intervals chang'd his idea, 
as I imagin'd, then told me, that the fleet was too 
large, and the number of ſeamen too great ; and 
that theſe were your lordſhip's ſentiments; I reply'd, 
it Ggnify'd nothing to you, or to him, as the ex- 
pence did not create any national charge, 


Upon this reply, Mr. ſecretary began again, by 


ſaying, Sir, pleaſe to open your plan for explana- 


tion; 
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felt wink chen heads — 5 oor 
to be, in this particular. Then aking, him what 
gratification wou'd be affur'd me, in caſe I laid 
open the plan, and proy'd it eligible and effectual: 

I told him, to, acquaint. your lordſhip. with my zeal 
for his majeſty's;ſervice,: by aſſuring you, that if the 
whole band of placemen and penſioners, would 
ſign an inſtrument; to ſerve, their king and country 
for ſeven yeard gratis, I would be the fixſt to { 
ſuch an agreement, tho not upon the ground wi 
either: and that if a proper gratification was agreed 
on, I would . inſtantly open this, and other plans, 
to the emolument ,gt.the Rate, and thew what, I 
had propoſed to be eligible, clear and praQticable: 
therefore I expected a gratification if I demonſtrated 
and proy'd. the, propoſitions, OY . buy * a 
T gail d,, 28 Ati: nem ; 5 Mg} 2 
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Your "Gcretary ** no cbietion to this pro- 
poſition, wrote on the back of the plan the 901. 
lowing words ; viz. If, this plan can be . d 
prackible as deſcrib d, What reward , ar gratification 
may the bee of this an expect; and ee 
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me that he would lay the plan and propoſitions before 
you, he defir'd me to call on — in a few to 
receive an ufo us 


In about four or five days after, .I went again 
to this ſecretary, who told me that you had perus'd 
and confider d the plan and propoſitions; but that 

no gratification would be offer d or given, unleſs 
I would firſt diſcloſe the ſecret for performing the 
plan, and that this was your lordſhip's ' anſwer : 

my brains, my lord, are not fo eaſily twitch'd 
on of my head, for your lordſhip to take the 
loaves and fiſhes, and leave my merit unrecom- 
penſed, as'if the Tervice or Nr was 
your own. be „ 

I thought 6 great a litican as your lordſhip 
xs aid to be; a man that has jump'd' fore and aft, 
from poſt to p illar in offices; a man employed in 
foreign embelfte, and diſtinguiſhed in that of aix- 
le- Apen, wou'd have ſeen into the good in- 
tentions and great advantages reſulting to the na- 
tion, by. ordering ſuch fleets to be fitted out and 
flationed as pointed at by the plan: 2 

ta 


1 121 
to be maintained at a national expence, eſpecially 
at a time when the French and Spaniards; and 
even our nearer friends and neighbours the Dutch, 
are making ſuch formidable preparations, and aug- 
Wande Sh that ha the time 
of profound peace, as we are in vain taught to be- 
leve: I thought, I ſay, that your lordſhip wou'd 
have paid ſome attention to the propoſitions on this 
head, and at leaſt enter'd thereon, by fixing, or pro- 
poſing ſome price or recompence, for the merit 
of the projector, er performer of fuch ſervice, if 
the plans were demonſtrated and prov d: they were 
ſurely worthy of examining, and deſerving an in- 
terview, with the perſon who propos d them, to 
hear what he had to ſay in ſupport of them; and 


to anſwer any objection, that might be ſtarted on 
the ſubject, if you had the buſineſs. at heart, and 


the api and ſecurity of the nation in view: 
but to his umazement nothing of this kind happen d; 
on the contrary, your lordſhip ſeem'd to avoid the 
occaſion, and to deny him ſuch opportunity, by 
declining to ſee Him, as if you were afraid of being 
convinc 4 of the truth of the facts he propos d to 


elucidate and prove. W "to; dae i 


1 ] 


If you are capable of preſiding for any time at 
that board where you are now. plac d, you ought 
to know, that no leſs a number of ſhips according 
to each ſtation muſt be or ſhould be kept up in 
time of peace, if we intend any longer to be a 
maritime power, and prevent our rivals from en- 
eroaching on our trade, and vſurping pur forcign.o or 
qa A ru | 


'V $* * 


The profeit. ſituation £4 our * op of our ſtate 
matters, and in truth our national politics, are not 
to be follow d in theſe times of danger, according 
to the old ſyſtem; as the greateſt powers of Europe 
have form'd confederacies, and are now actually 
combin'd againſt us, in the deepeſt and moſt ſecret 
ſchemes and projeas for our ruin; for it is in pro- 
portion to the dangerous powers, we are to contend 
with for {elf-preſervation;' for our aris & focis, and 
the exigencies of the caſe, that we ſhould. provide 
not only to defeat the dangers that threaten us by 
conquering them, but to ſecure and preſerve the 
poſſeſſions we may acquire, by our victories when 
obtain d; if your lordſhip, does not concur in this 
idea with me, what will the nation think of you. 


Suffer 


« 
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Suffer me then, my lord, to deſite you to fatiafy 

your ſovereign, and the people of Great Britain, 

why you did not enter on the plan, and anfwer the 
queſtions now y put to you for each fleet ? | 


Firſt, The orci wache by the bill is 
ſixteen ſhips of the line, ten frigates, two bombs, 
two fire ſhips; inftead of which it ought to be 
twenty · five fail of the line; but I curtail d it to in- 
| duce your lordſhip to enter on buſineſs: every 

man knows the vaſt extent of our American coaſts, 
and their iſlands. The Spaniards have never leſs in 
thoſe ſeas than from ſixteen to eighteen fail of the 
line, and fit for ſea, belides they build many ſhips 
in thoſe parts continually. The French have never 
leſs than fix or ſeven fail of the line in America. 
How can you then pretend to protect your lands, 
your fortreſſes, your ſettlements, your navigation 
for preſerving your merchants ſhips, effects, and 
their commercial intereſts, which is the wealth of the 
kingdom : without a ' ſuperior fleet, all muſt go 
to ruin, and the only trade we ſhall have left, be 
carried away, or taken from us, as is now doing in 


all the other parts of the world by * before 
O any 


1 L 280 7] 
any ſuccours arrives. I ſuppoſe. you intend ſending 
an admiral with four or five ſhips of the line, and 
as many frigates during a peace: upon a rupture 
be is to run away, unleſs you can make four or five 
ſhips beat ſixteen or eighteen; if ſo, your political 
ſyſtem is better than mine; therefore give the 
publick an account of the uſe of four or five 


ſhips, how to be relieved in time, and when, and 


where ? 


Note, Such a preparation will be found a buck- 
ram fleet, only for expence. | 


The next ſ. quadron is the Mediterranean, con- 
ſiſting of * 9 2 ſail of the line, five frigates, one 
bomb, one fire ſhip, curtail'd at preſent as in the 
bill, but which ſhould be twenty-five fail of the 
Kis at leaſt, if intended. to do any good for the 
nation, and to be commanded by an admital of . 
3 underſtanding, as well as his being an 

expert and good naval officer: this ſtation requires a 
ſecret ieligege from the continent either in peace 
or war, with full diſcretionary , orders to engage 
or deſtroy the naval power of any tate, which ſhall 


preſume 


152 J 
preſume to combine in a junction to attack our 
fleet; and not ſuch. orders as poor Haddock had, 
to let the French and Spaniſh fleets join and not 
engage. I ſuppoſe, my lord, you think fix or ſeven 
ſhips of the line enough fot theſe ſeas. What pro- 
tection are they for Mahon, or Gibraltar? What pro- 
tection to the Turkey, Italian, Portugal and Afri- 
can trade? you will ſay, the trade want none, becauſe 
already loſt. The want of a ſuperior navy in thoſe 
ſcas is the cauſe of this loſs ; ; what uſe is your 
{quadron of againſt fourteen, or fifteen fail of the 
line in Toulon; four or five at Carthagena ; four- 
teen or. fifteen ſail at Cadiz, as beforementioned. 


Encore a buck gert for mee 


Now had; you twenty: -five fil. of the How at 
nn or Gibraltar, or cruizing in thoſe ſeas, none 
of the enemies ſquadrons dare attempt to join ; for 
the French have no huſineſs in a Spaniſh port, nor 
the Spaniards i in a French pott; they might ſail ia 
time of peace from one port. to the other of. their 
own, but they muſt be looked after: beſides, our 
ſpies in thoſe courts in time of peace or War, can give 
— to any fleet when in the Medi- 


terranean; 


—— x _ — 


* _— 


” —— — — 4 


1 
= 


| 

| 

[ 

| 

'? 

| 
1 
t v0 Þ 


EEE —— - 
— — — 
=. 2 —— — Vi 


— — — 
poet 


422 - Ik 


terranean ; but for expreſſes to come here, then a 
fleet to be manned, then fail for the Mediterranean, 


the blow is given by the enemy, and they go where 
they pleaſe, before any meaſures can be taken to 
defeat their intended project. 


Nowz my 15s, give your beer and che 20 
lick, a reaſon why, or in what view you objected 
to this fleet as by the bill? I think, my lord, it hath 
been ſaid in a public place by ſomebody, let them 
take Gibraltar, it can be retaken; but how, and 
when, and at what expence is not within your 
knowledge or mine: poſterity, as well as the preſent 
race of Britons, will ſeverely experience the loſs 
before the acquiſition is made, if ever; ſo that this 


fleet it muſt be confeſs'd, is moſt material to preſerve 


a balance of power in wi ng 


The next xt ſquad ron is the channel es con- 
fiſting of twenty-five fail of the liine, twelve frigates, 
twenty cutters, two bombs, two fire ſhips, curtail'd. 
as above, but ſhould be thirty-five ſhips of the line. 
An able officer in your lordſhip's department. would 
Ration this ſquadron in the time of peace, viz. 

Ho Twelve 


Tt 


Twelve at Milford Haven, which port ought to be far= 
tified, and to have good docks. | | 
Ten at Plymouth. i 
Eight at Portſmouth. 
Five at Chatham. 
Three frigates, and three cutters, to look into Breſt 
16 every day, if weather permits, and the ſame at Ca- 
diz and Ferrol: ready or not ready, you are ready for them. 
The Breſt fleet is generally twenty-three or twenty-four ſail 
of the line upon augmentation: my lord, give a reaſon to the 
publick why, or ſay from what motive you objected againſt 
the channel ſquadron, as by the bill; and what force you 
think ſufficient. to defend theright, title, property, peace and 
quiet of your king, and of. your country, now called Great 
Britain; but which ſeems to be in danger to be called a pro- 
vince of France, by negle& and miſconduct; or whether you 


_ * truſt their ſafety and defence, to French faith or Spaniſh 


honour : on this laſt defence your ſovereign is not ſafe upon 
his throne, nor his ſubjects in their lives and properties; 
neither can be content or ſatisfied that the French and Spa- 


niſh courts ſhould preſume to limit our navy, or oblige us 
to take their words. | 
Therefore prepare forthe worſt, all be not frightened at a 
French rat, or a Spaniſh toledo. The next ſquadron is the 
Eaſt India ſquadron, no leſs material than any of our other 
fleets; the particular ſervice of which mall be mentioned 


in a further publication. 
But, my lord, if you neglect to ſupport theſe ſquadrons, a 


by the bill and the explanations ; ; and ſhould remain in office 
" uh : far 
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for any longer time, without properly exerting thoſe powers 
with which you are inveſted by the nature of your office, 


for the benefit and Happineſs of the nation; your enemy 
will give you ſuch an unexpected * as will be n to 


your king and country. 


If neceſſity ſhould bring on 2 war, and your tordſhip 
ſhould have taken care to attend to the number and ſtations 
of the flects, as by the explanations to the bill, it will be 
ſhewn how the fleets of Great Britain, which have hitherto 
preſerved the empire of the feas, can be by an eaſy augmen- 
tation increaſed to that natural ſtrength, which will enable 
her to ſweep our enemies out of the ocean: This may be 
thought preſumptuous to aſſert, but facts will prove themſelves. 
Thus Britons, I hope, I have ſtated the matter for your appro- 
bation and ſatisfaction, as to my ford's it is immaterial to me. 

There is yet, however, one object left for your conſi- 
deration, and which is highly material, viz. That one of 


the greateſt misfortunes that this nation now labour 


under, is that all our politicks are centred in modes of elec- 
tions, in order to have a majority in parliament. 1 
You muſt inſiſt to have annual or triennial parliaments, if 
you intend to preſerve the name of free Britons;'by this reſo- 
lation you will conquer France and Spain in England. + 
But if corruption is to prevail, rather than fall into the 
hands of your common enemy, or the race of Stuarts to be 
ſlaves, and looſe your religion and properties; alter your 
conſtitution, aboliſh all parliaments, upd RS the mo- 
narchy of England deſpotic. | | 
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